
STRUCTURED CLINICAL OBSERVATION (SCO)--ABDOMEN 
 
Student: ______________________________                  Date:  ___ / ___ / ___                                            
Observer:   ______________________________    

                                                         
Site:              outpatient office/clinic          inpatient      ER 
Patient Gender:   M      F 
Patient age:  Newborn (1-31 days)    Infant (32 days - 11 months) 
           Toddler (1-4 yrs)    School-age (5 - 11 yrs)    Adolescent (>12 yrs)  
 
 

Y N N/A Abdominal Examination  
(ACGME competencies:  Patient Care) 

   Washes hands before exam 
   Establishes rapport with child/parent during examination  
   Positions and drapes patient appropriately for age 

   Auscultates for bowel sounds prior to palpation 
   Attempts to reduce voluntary guarding during examination 

   Examines for hepatosplenomegaly starting in inferior quadrants 

   Includes all appropriate components of abdominal exam for complaint 

 
List 1-3 things that the student did well: 
 
 
 
 
 
List 1-3 things that the student could improve: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List additional comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adapted from L Lane, MD and R Gottlieb, MD,  Jefferson Medical College 
By J Gold, MD, Michigan State University College of Human Medicine 
 


